Available evidence does not support the notion that aging is associated with increasingly conservative social and political attitudes, or the idea that attitudinal rigidity is the norm among older cohorts. To examine whether aging is associated with attitudinal rigidity, nine surveys from the National Opinion Research Center were analyzed to determine whether older cohorts have kept pace with or lagged behind younger cohorts on the issue of sexual morality. Mean score trends were traced over a 10-year span and the direction of attitude change was determined for five cohorts. Scores were adjusted for possible compositional effects due to educational attainment and sex, and examined for inter-cohort and intra-cohort differences. Results of the analysis of the premarital sexual relations item indicated that liberal, tolerant, or permissive attitudes were more prevalent among the younger cohorts than among the older cohorts, but there were no indications that the older cohorts had become more conservative over the period encompassed by the surveys. Equally stable patterns were characteristic of the younger cohorts. Analyses of the extramarital sexual relations and homosexual relations items revealed the same pattern. Attitudinal Agidity appears'to be no more characteristic of older persons than of younger persons. (LLL)
The "graying" of the American population has been accompanied by concerns about the consequences of an aging society.
Some of these concerns are grounded in well-documented evidence about characteristic age-related changes. For instance, the demand for health-care services, facilities, and personnel is expected to grow steadily as the numbers and proportions of older persons, and especially the "old-old," increase (U.S. Senate Special Committee on Aging, 1984; Department of Health and Human Services, 1984) . Other expressions of alarm, however, are more speculative and derive their support from untested assumptions about presumed modal changes associated with aging. For example, the report of the Commission on Population Growth and the American Future (1972: 69) stated that "one concern often expressed about an older age structure is that there will be a larger proportion of the population who are less adaptable to social and political change, thus suggesting the possibility of 'social stagnation.'" Similar themes are noted by Lincoln Day (1978: 27) in an article describing possible consequences and characteristics of a zero population growth society:
One well-known economist-demographer has averred that a society with the older age structure of a stationary population "would not be likely to be receptive to change and indeed would have a strong tendency towards nostalgia and conservatism," and a French writer has characterized such a population as one of "old people ruminating over old ideas in old houses."
These views do not appear to be limited to academic comment-1 atoms. Evidence from the 1974 "Myth and Reality of Aging in America" survey (Harris and Associates, 1975: 46-53) suggests that the public-at-large perceives older persons in much the same way. Only 19% of the respondents 18-64 years of age and only 34% of the respondents 65 years of age and older saw most people over 65 as being very open-minded and adaptable.
(Interestingly, 63% of the older respondents viewed themselves as very open-minded and adaptable.)
These images of older persons as clinging to the past and as being resistant to change reflect two widely-held assumptions about aging. The first is that social and political attitudes tend to become more conservative as persons grow older. Implicit in this notion is the position that attitude change does ot.cur, but that such change is typically in the direction of adopting more conservative and traditional attitudes. Thus, social change is opposed, social order is more highly valued, authority and obedience are emphasized, and a more restrictive stance toward human behavior is adopted (Glenn, 1974; Smith, 1982) . In contrast, the second position suggests that attitude change ceases to occur. Rather, rigidity and inflexibility are said to characterize older persons. The underlying assumption, then, is that the rate of attitude change progressively diminishes and stops altogether as persons become "set in their ways" (Lapsley and Enright, 1983; Ryder, 1965 Analysis Corporation, they conclude that "there is no support for the idea that growing older brings about lowered political tolerance," that there are "increases in tolerance for each birth cohort," but that "the propensity to increase in political tolerance from 1954 to 1973 is clearly greater for the two younger birth cohorts than for the older cohort" (Nunn et al., 1978: 85).
Additional evidence in support of this pattern of attitude change is provided by Glenn (1980: 609-618 but at a slower rate among the older cohorts (see also Ferree, 1974) .
Studies of gender role attitudes (Thornton et al., 1983; Holahan, 1984) have also noted a similar pattern of change toward less traditional attitudes, coupled with inter-cohort variation in the rate of change.
Such evidence has led some (Glenn, 1980; Sears, 1981) His data show evidence of increasing tolerance within each cohort and the maintenance of constant between-cohort differences over the entire period. In other words, the rate at which tolerance of school desegregation increased among the older cohorts was approximately the same at which tolerance increased among the younger cohorts (see also Cutler, 1983 ).
Thus, the availaille evidence does not appear to support the notion that aging is associated with increasingly conservative social and political attitudes or the idea that attitudinal rigidity is the norm among older cohorts. Instead, during times of growing liberalism in public opinion, older cohorts appear to be part of that trend. The findings do, however, present a mixed picture on the issue of whether aging is associated with a propensity for attitudinal stabilization.
The present investigation examines these issues from the perspective of still another substantive area: attitudes about sexual morality. This domain is of interest because it taps a central facet of the liberal/conservative dimension, one that Smith (1982: 3) has labeled as "permissiveness," that is "tolerating (Details about the sampling designs in the General Social Surveys may be found in Davis and Smith, 1984) . The years in which the surveys were conducted and the total N for each are as follows: 
MEASURES
Three items are available with which to measure attitudes about sexual morality. The items, the response categories, and the years in which the questions were asked follow:
1.
There's been a lot of discussion about the way morals and attitudes about sex are changing in this country. If a man and woman have sex relations before marriage, do you think it is always wrong, almost always wrong, wrong only sometimes, or not wrong at all? (1972, 1974, 1974, 1975, 1977, 1978, 1982) 2.
What is your opinion about a married person having sexual relations with someone other than the marriage partner --is it always wrong, almost always wrong, wrong only sometimes, or not wrong at all? (1973, 1976, 1977, 1980, 1982) 3.
What about sexual relations between two adults of the same sex --do you think it is always wrong, almost always wrong, wrong only sometimes, or not wrong at all? (1973, 1974, 1976, 1977, 1980, 1982) Responses on each item were scored from 1 ("always wrong") through 4 ("not wrong at all"), and respondents with missing data were excluded from the analyses.
ANALYSIS DESIGN
The gene-al analytical strategy to be used is the cross -sequential design (Schaie, 1965; Riley et al., 1972) . This approach compares a dependent variable score for a sample of a (birth) cohort at one time with the dependent variable score(s) of one 7 or more independent samples of that same cohort at later times.
Examining the scores of several cohorts in this manner yields descriptive information about the direction of intra-cohort changes as well as information about inter-cohort variation in the extent of change. Table 1 describes the specific design to be used in this analysis --that is, the five cohorts on which comparable attitudinal and background data are available in the nine surveys. Table 1 about here If the mean score on each of the sexual morality items for each cohort is entered into the implicit cells in Table   1 , several types of evidence bearing on the central research questions will be provided. First, by tracing the trends in a cohort's mean score over the 10-year span, the existence and direction of attitude change can be determined for each of the five cohorts.
Second, such data allow for an assessment of the extent of attitude change. In the simpleat case, the 1972 scolfl can be subtracted from the 1982 score to generate a measure of overall change for each of the cohorts on each of the items.
These differences can then be compared to determine whether the older cohorts have changed to a lesser, to a greater, or to the same extent as the younger cohorts. Finally, other statistical information (to be described below) is also available that can be brought to bear on the question of whether inter-cohort differences are converging, diverging, or being maintained at constant levels. However, one problem with the use of this type of design needs to be mentioned. It is well known that the size of older cohorts decreases over time due to mortality, but it is also the case that the characteristics of persons lost through death are not randomly distributed. Among the major sources of differen tial attrition through mortality are sex and socioeconomic status.
These compositional changes occurring with the passage of time typically lead older cohorts to contain an increasing proportion of women and an increasing proportion of persons of higher socioeconomic status. The problem for the cohort analyst is that these compositional changes which accompany cohort flow can affect the dependent variable of interest if that variable is related to the dimensions along whic), differential attrition takes place. To be more concrete, if differential attrition produces a cohort with an increasingly higher average level of educational attainment, and if permissive attitudes about sexual morality are more prevalent among persons with higher levels of educational attainment (Glenn and Weaver, 1979) , the change in educational composition will have the artifactual result of producing more permissive scores for a cohort, even if no attitude change is occurring among individual members of that cohort. The implication, then, is that "true" change must somehow be separated from attitude change due to compositional effects.
DATA ANALYSIS
One approach to the problem of controlling for compositional 9 effects is to examine cohort scores on the sexual morality items after statistically removing effects associated with sources of differential attrition. By partialling out effects due to variables such as education and sex and then examining scores on the dependent variables, some assurance is provided that observed intra-cohort attitude changes are not attributable to changing cohort composition.
This is accomplished through the use of Multiple Classification Analysis (MCA) (Andrews et al., 1967) . This multivariate technique yields adjusted net mean scores on a dependent variable for each category of a predictor variable after the effects attributable to other predictors are partialled out. Thus, for each survey, MCA will produce the mean attitude score for each cohort adjusted for possible compositional effects due to educational attainment and sex. Examine:ion of these net mean scores within cohorts over time will indicate the patterns of intra-cohort change, while examination of inter-cohort differences over time will yield additional information about the maintenance, convergence, or divergence of these differences.
Evidence bearing on these latter questions will be provided by the partial correlation ratios (betas) produced by MCA and by F-tests for assessing the statistical significance of the net or adjusted effects. The partial correlation ratios may be used as an indication of whether inter-cohort differences are increasing, decreasing, or remaining constant. Similarly, comparison of the tests of statistical significance will give 10 additional information about variability in the magnitude of the inter-cohort differences.
Results
The results of the analysis of the item concerning premarital sexual relations are given in Table 2 The trend lines for each cohort vary slightly over time, but the overall impression they convey is the absence of major and consistent change in either a conservative or a liberal direction. Table 2 and Figure 1 about here The results of the analysis of the item on extramarital sexual relations presented in Table 3 (among the youngest cohort) being -.14 on the four-point scale.
Once again, the data do not suggest a propensity toward more conservative attitudes which is restricted to the older cohorts, nor are there indications in Table 4 or Figure 3 that stability or attitudinal rigidity is an exclusive property of the older cohorts. Rather, minimal change in attitudes about homosexual relations appears to characterize all of the cohorts during this period. The findings disclosed a consistent pattern across the three items. Changes among the older cohorts were minimal.
If these results bad been based on data from the older cohorts alone, one might have been tempted to conclude that aging has resulted in the rigidification of attitudes about sexual morality.
Support for this conclusion erodes, however, when, it is noted that the absence of change is also characteristic of the younger cohorts.
These findings differ, then, from the results of studies 14 of other attitudinal domains in that there is no evidence of increasingly liberal or tolerant attitudes among the older cohorts.
Yet, the findings are in basic agreement insofar as there are ny indications in the data of an inevitable tendency toward conservatism among the older cohorts. Similarly, attitudinal
"rigidity" appears to be no more characteristic of older persons than of younger persons given that changes were minimal for all cohorts.
If models positing conservatism or rigidity with aging are not supported by these findings, do the results bear on other models that have been proposed? The "aging-stability"
or "stabilization" model (Glenn, 1980; Sears, 1981) suggests a pattern in which directionally consistent changes occur among all cohorts, but at a decelerating rate for the older ones.
However, the data would not appear to fit that model given the absence of pronounced differential rates of change. The model that appears to be most consistent with these data, as well as earlier findings on attitudes about race relations (Smith, 1981) and support for the legalization of abortion (Cutler at al., 1980) , is one which suggests that the social and cultural forces influencing attitudes (and changes therein) have been uniform across cohorts. Such a "constant" or "period" effect model would lead us to expect change in the same direction and to the same extent among all cohorts when public opinion at-large is moving in a liberal (or conservative) direction. bScores range from 1 (restrictive) to 4 (permissive).
cThe Ns on which this analysis is based are given in Table 1 . dp L(net) -tests for cohort differences. aControlling for education and sex.
b Scores range from 1 (restrictive) to 4 (permissive).
cThe Ns on which this analysis is based are given in Table 1. d F(net) -tests for cohort differences. aControlling for education and sex.
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